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SUBJECT: MEDICAL SUPPLIES FOR LEBANESE AND PALESTINIANS 
REE: SECDEE 4681, BEIRUT 5786 AND 5929 

1 . EMBASSY NOT QUITE CLEAR WHETHER OASD/PA IS 
IRRITATED BECAUSE PRESS RELEASE WAS DEFECTIVE OR 
BECAUSE NOT COORDINATED, OR BOTH. BELIEVE CIRCUM- 
STANCES OE PROJECT EXPLAIN EMBASSY'S ACTION IN 
EITHER CASE. 

2. EMBASSY FIRST HEARD ON MAY 22 THAT TWO AIR 
FORCE C-141'S ARRIVING BEIRUT MAY 26 WITH SHIPMENT 
MEDICAL SUPPLIES. IT WAS NOT UNTIL EVENING MAY 

24 THAT EMBASSY AND CONSIGNEE, THE LEBANESE RED 
CROSS, HAD FULL DETAILS OE PROJECT. LATTER WAS 
NOT EVEN AWARE OE PROJECT UNTIL MAY 23. WE WERE 
FINALLY ABLE INFORM LEBANESE GOVT ON MAY 25. 

3. OUR MAIN CONCERN, OUTSIDE OF ASSURING THAT LEB 
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NON-SCHEDULED ARRIVAL OE TWO LARGE AE AIRCRAFT AT 
BEIRUT AIRPORT ALMOST SIMULTANEOUSLY. WE FEARED 
THAT UNDER PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES, WITH RELEASE 
THERE WOULD BE PERNICIOUS SPECULATION IN LOCAL PRESS 
AS TO PURPOSE AND CARGO OE PLANES. IT WAS ACCORD- 
INGLY IMPERATIVE THAT SOME KIND OE A PRESS RELEASE 
BE ISSUED. WE WOULD HAVE PREEERRED SUCH RELEASE BE 
ISSUED BY LEB RED CROSS BUT LATTER NOT IN POSITION TO 
DO SO. BECAUSE WE DID NOT HAVE SUEFICIENT INFORMATION, 
IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE PREPARE REEF. ASF. UNTIL MORNING 
MAY 25. RELEASE HAD TO BE ISSUED THEN IE IT WAS TO BE 
DISTRIBUTED ON TIME EOR PUBLICATION EOLLOWING DAY. 
PRESS RELEASE WAS DRAFTED TO (A) EXPLAIN PURPOSE OF 
AIRCRAFT, (B) GIVE AIR EORCE CREDIT EOR TRANSPORTING 
MEDICAL SUPPLIES, AND (C) TO GIVE AMERICAN INSTITUTION 
CREDIT FOR DONATING SUPPLIES. REEF. ASF. WAS "COORDIN- 
ATED" WITH DATT. PRESS CARRIED NEWS FACTUALLY NEXT 
DAY WITH PICTURES, AND ARRIVAL AIRCRAET COVERED BY 
TELEVISION. GIVEN TIME WE HAD TO ARRANGEEOR PLANES' 
ARRIVAL, IT SEEMS TO US THAT PROJECT WENT OEF 
MUCH BETTER THAN MIGHT HAVE BEEN EXPECTED. GODLEY 
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